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Abstract

Life History Research of Divorced Single-parent Women

Lee, HyeJung
(Incheon National University, Ph. D. Student)
Song, DaYoung
(Incheon National University, Professor)

In this study, we wanted to examine the composition and changes of the lives of divorced single-parent
women and their families in the era of the rapid increase in crude divorce rate after the economic
aisis of 1997. Three divorced single-parent women, whose children were raised from the time of
infants to adulthood, participated in the study. We conducted a life history study, an optimal way of
looking at sodal conditions and individual processes. The thematic analysis was conducted using
Mendelbaum’s concept of time-based analysis and categorical content access.

As a result, after the 1997 economic crisis, the reality of the patriarchal system was weakened, cracks
in the maleliving care model began, and the women who established their carcer prospects as workers
in early adulthood were making up a “new family” through divorce. However, the social safety net and
the lack of family policy resulted in conflicts of labor and custody, and the dependence was structured
and the instability of livelihood and care continued. It also had to experience sodal isolation,
discrimination, social sentiment and physical pain amid the myths of a normal family and patriarchal
ideology, and suffered psychological and emotional pain repeatedly according to the child’s growth
oyde. They are set to switch to child independence - single houscholds - but lack later lifetime
preparation. Based on the results, We presented the need to change the policy of single parents and
sodal policy that covers various families.

Key Words : divorce, single-parent, single-parent family, life history, thematic analysis
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