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Abstract

A Study on the Social Welfare Ideas in Traditional
People-Oriented Political Thoughts of Chosun Dynasty
Focused on Chung Dojeon and Chung Yakyong

Kwon Jeong-Ho

Incheon National University

This study critically reviewed Traditional Political Thoughts of Yi-dynasty, which
declared “put people first” political ideas of Neo-confucianism as ideological foundation
of constructing the nation. They adopt people oriented political thoughts of neo-con-
fucianist Zhu Xi and tried to reform traditional Korean society by agrarian reform such
as ‘kwa-jun-bub’ by Chung Dojeon and ‘Ryu-jun bub’ by Chung Yakyong. Sambong
tried to reform tax system for compromising insufficient land system reform, for which
he originally planed to adopt ideal ‘chung jun bub’, and suggested many institutional
supporting systems for the second class nonpersons such as widowers, widows, orphans
and those old people who has no children. In late Yi-dynasty, in trouble with corrupted
class system and difficulties from wars, Dasan raised a reform thoughts with ‘Ryu jun
jae’ which declared ‘land for farmers’, and early social contract thoughts such as ‘king
as a representative’ idea. Generally Traditional Korean Political thoughts were based
on Mencius’s people oriented political thoughts and from them we can find some factors
of welfare thoughts though they were in forms of fused mode. They, at least theoretically,
looked for welfare policies and institutions such as economic considerations and welfare
services for the disadvantaged people of the era, recognizing the defects of the economic

and social systems of the era, whatever systems they adopted.

Key worDs: Social Welfare ideas; Traditional People-oriented Political Thoughts; neo-
confucianist Zhu Xi; Mencius’s people oriented political thoughts; Chung
Dojeon; Chung Yakyong.
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