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Abstract

A Study on Genre of Bong Joon-ho’s Films:

Focusing on Memories of Murder and The Host

Kim KyoungWook

Lecturer/Sejong University

2019 was the 100th anniversary of the history of Korean cinema. Korean films
have achieved remarkable industrial growth over the past 20 years, and are widely
known internationally. As the Korean film industry developed with Hollywood as
a model, films influenced by the Hollywood genre were placed at the center of
the box office success of Korean films. As a result, in the 2000s, most of the
directors who were successful at the box office and were evaluated for their work
were able to catch two rabbits by utilizing the genre.

In this study, I try to examine Bong Joon-ho’s films, which can be said to be
the most representative examples, focusing on Memories of Murder(2003) and The
Host(2006). Genre films tend to have conservative attributes as they aim to appeal
to the public and succeed at the box office. In the case of detective films and
monster films in which normal social order is disturbed by crimes or monsters,
the protagonist eventually eliminates the cause of the problem. In this way, the
threat of criminals and monsters, albeit temporary, is resolved in the end and
society is restored to a normal state. However, the protagonists of Memories of
Murder and The Host do not achieve their goals and end in failure. Although
both films are genre films, they are skeptical about the restoration of social order.
In addition, if the points that deviated from the convention of the genre are a
symptom of the text, it can be said that it is the result of the political
unconscious of the Korean society in the 2000s as well as the Korean society in

the era of authoritarian regimes. In this way, Bong Joon-ho’s films reveal the
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reality of history through the signs of text under the cover of genre. This is the
result of the transition from the unconscious to the conscious and from the
implicit to the explicit based on the understanding of historical necessity. If
Frederick Jameson valued literature as the most important form of mediation in
modern society, Bong Joon-ho’s films can be said to be important as an
mediating form that reveals the political unconscious of Korean society.

In other words, by using genres, Bong Joon-ho has secured ‘popularity’ so that
audiences familiar with Hollywood films and foreign film officials can approach
his films in a familiar way. On the other hand, through the transformation of the
genre and the symptoms of the text, the political unconscious of Korean society
from the 1980s to the 2000s was supported. Through the use of genres and
historical perspectives on Korean society, Bong Joon-Ho's films achieved great
success in terms of box office success and evaluation of the work. In this way,
it can be evaluated that it greatly contributed to the quantitative and qualitative

success of Korean films in the 2000s.

Keywords :
Bong Joon-ho, Memories of Murder, The Host, Detective Film, Monster Film,

Fredrick Jameson, Political Unconscious, Symptoms of Text
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