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{Abstract)

Ecology and eco-feminism as Depicted in the Film {okja)

Chin, Eun-Kyung - Ann, Sang-won

(Korea University-Busan University of Foreign Studiest)

This study examines ecology and eco-feminism as depicted in Okja,
a film directed by Bong Joon Ho. The plot develops as it explores the
species-transcendent connection, friendship, and love between Mija,
the movie’s heroine and Okja, the genetically enhanced “Super-Pig’
and examines the meaning of their relationship through symbolization
of events and space. Mija is assigned an androgynous identity in which
masculinity and femininity coexist. The bond that the beast has with
the child can be described as that of the most tightly-knit community
in which the former is considered by the latter as part of her family. It
effectively demonstrates the respect as well the love and affection both
of the characters have for Mother Nature and all of its creatures. That
the mankind must return to nature, which is the source and origin of
all life, is the message conveyed by the film, presented not from the
perspective of humans but rather from that of Okja the Super-Pig.

Okja is an example of the rapid shift in contemporary narratives
toward a paradigm that is more ecologically conscious or eco-centric
while moving away from the traditional approach of anthropocentrism.

The exposition of the story occurs from the viewpoint of nature and
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its creatures rather than that of man. It is an endeavor to dismantle the
traditional and existing notions about nature and man by creating an
allegory in which the two are one and the same, or at least the former’s
importance is raised to an equal level with the latter. The film shows
a communal lifestyle where one does not exploit but lives in harmony
with nature and presents it as the final goal to be reached as one strives
to live a life of contentment and fulfillment.

Eco-centric thinking makes it possible to conceive nature as the
time-space for a communal life where man and nature can coexist. The
home village of Mija and Okja in the mountains and the megalopolis
that is New York are the dichotomy of space that represents Utopia
and Dystopia respectively, which introduces Ecotopia as that which
rejects symbolic power. New York is a symbolic space that represents
Neo-imperialism that has colluded with Mega-capitalism. The two
protagonists, the female child and her animal companion eventually
return to their home village in the valleys, a place that symbolizes an
ecotopia where man and beasts can form a conjoint community. By
showcasing a new role for the female gender, which is to spearhead the
movement that calls for mankind’s return to nature, Okja envisions a
possible eco-centric future where man and nature, both genders of male

and female, and all members of mankind can live together peacefully.

Key words: girl, OkJa, Miza, ecology, eco-feminism, Ecotopia
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