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❚Abstract 
Narrative structure analyzation of the film 

“Barking Dogs Never Bite”:
Bong Joon-ho’s allegory construction and punctum

Jeong-Nam SEO

Bong Joon-ho is a master of building allegory in unfolding his 

story. In the codes he mobilized all kinds of figurative mechanisms and 

constructed through rhetorical techniques, there must be cracks and 

crevices through which the spectator can closely observe and actively 

penetrate. He does the same in almost every scene (sequence, scene, and 

sometimes even individual shots) in his films. Then, he believes in the eyes of 

the spectator and demands the spectator's discovery and deciphering.

This study was organized with hints from an interview conducted 

by director Bong Joon-ho in the past. It was a question and answer 

about the so-called “bongtail”, but surprisingly, he has never mentioned 

in detail the way he weaved the story or the aesthetics of the film 

directing anywhere before or after that. In all of his works, in all scenes, 

Bong Joon-ho ‘codage’ hides the ‘mechanisms of all kinds of 

metaphors’ through all the wisdom and materials he can mobilize, 

revealing them at a glance, and letting the audience go deep into them 

and discover the meaning. He revealed that he was expecting to be able 

to reach over-decoding. As a result, he announced that he is doing his 

best in every scene, hoping that ‘Punktum’ will emerge in the minds of 

the spectator. In that sense, it is very regrettable that his feature debut, 
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<Barking Dogs Never Bite> is relatively undervalued compared to his 

other works, and has not received much attention in terms of 

completeness. Therefore, this study expands the concept of ‘Punktum’ 

provided in ‘Roland Barthes’; La Chambre Claire-Note sur la 

photographie, and expands the film <Barking Dogs Never Bite>, has 

been analyzed in detail.  

As a result, Bong Joon-ho, an excellent storyteller, has built up all 

kinds of reading materials in anticipation of the spectator's discovery in 

almost all scenes, and the various and special emotional turbulences 

that can be encountered when deciphering them, ‘punctum’ of text 

reading. One could clearly see that joy was reserved for the audience as 

a gift. 

Keyword BONG Joon-Ho, <Barking Dogs Never Bite>, Roland Barthes, 
󰡔La Chambre Claire󰡕, Punctum, studium, allegory, codage, 
narrative, archetype, Bong-tail  
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