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<Abstract>

Minjung Church and Labor Movement of
Guro Area in 1980s
: A Study about The Shaping Process and
Role of Minjung Church’s

Park, Chul and Lee, Chong-Koo

This research is aims to analyze the shaping process and role of Minjung
church which had contributed for the development in the labor movement in
Guro area. The urban industrial Mission movement which had led the labor
movement in 1970s, faced severe oppression so to have ceased to exist as
basis of people’s movement. As an alternative, progressive young clergy men
adopting ecumenicalism and labor activists organized Minjung church. It is
the function of Minjung church in Guro industrial area that provided the
basis of labor movement and religious community for workers. Comparing to
the established churches in main stream denominations emphasizing the size
of membership, Minjung church served as a community center for labor
activists, workers and poors. The goal of liberation of oppressed people was
shared by the Christian groups and labor movement groups. Minjung church
provided the shelters sanctuary for underground labor movement
organizations in the dark period of military dictatorship during 1980s. The
features of Minjung church discovered and analyzed in this paper shed light
on role and contribution of Christian labor movement based on
ecumenicalism, being forgotten in the history of both Korean labor movement

and Korean church.

Key words: Minjung church, Labor Movement, Minjung, Ecumenism, Legitimacy
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