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m Abstract

China’s Suppression of the Labour Movement and
Aspects of Resistance in the Xi Jinping Era

Ha, Nam Suk

University of Seoul

Since the reform and opening up, China's reintegration into global capitalism has
brought about a great change in China's state-labour relations. The urban work unit
system and rural collective agriculture of the socialist period were dismantled. Labor
has been commercialized and a relatively free labor market has been formed. Thus
workers begin to resist against the state and capital to protect their rights and the
wide variety of labour relations emerged between workers' resistance and the state's
response. To ease the growing number of workers' strikes and resistance in the 2000s,
the Chinese authorities implemented policies for social stability, including raising the
minimum wage, expansion of social insurance and partial permission for labor NGO
activities. However, the party-state has concentrated its power to Xi Jinping and
tightened control over the entire Chinese society, resulting in a massive crackdown
on labor movements. In particular, the “Jasic Incident” which Chinese authorities brutally
suppressed workers who resisted inhumane treatment and college student activists who
joined forces with them, was a typical example of China's state-labour relations that
had changed repressively during the Xi Jinping era. Workers and activists have begun
to raise questions about the essential nature of China's socialist system, criticizing the
paradoxical situation in which the socialist state oppresses workers. This study focuses

on the resistance of workers and activists against the oppression of the authorities and
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China's changing state-labour relations in the Xi Jinping era.
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