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& C
A3 ol e FES] fla o] ES &, Wy A AFE 1y

= ‘OE
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© 1983 SLOOC Allrights reserved
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A, Avas 4=4om FRIAG. Ffd wizsiH, gL Atedt mE TEE
SHOR o ZREA V|3tely Faie] FEE JHE ] 29dS itk

O9U<012> WE =3 A 440 A
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¢

28) VI (Visual Identity): AlZtell 3 FUs}h. Aask AWE ARl Aol Fdate] FUSA Aoz A
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A Study on the Uses of Characters by Local Governments

Han, Joo-young

Department of Animation,
The Graduate School

Hanseo University

(Supervised by Professor Jang, Dong-Yeul)
(Abstract)

In South Korea, local governments started to carry forward various
specialized local projects in 1995 when the local autonomy system
was Introduced, finally growing out of the old centralized politics.
Since then, they have made efforts to differentiate themselves from
others and highlight their own specialization in a range of fields.
However, unbalanced development among regions during centralized
politics has grown even more serious after the introduction of local
autonomy. In an effort to improve unbalanced growth among regions,
local governments started to use specific local images and slogans to
represent themselves and appointed their own Cls, Bls, brands, brand
slogans, characters, and mascots. They developed their characters or
mascots with their representative figures, animals, plants, objects, and
abstract materials and appointed them as their symbols. Those
characters, which have been in use for one to ten years, serve
auxiliary roles at local festivals or events held by tourist agencies

and are featured at the websites of local governments. This study
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reviewed previous studies on the feasibility and applications of local
government characters to communicate with residents and conducted
literature study. The study also examined character business cases,
which have generated profits around the world for many years, to
find implications for the characters of local governments in South
Korea. After examining a success story of Jangseong—-gun and its
'Hong Gil-dong' character, the investigator compared the characters
of local governments or regionalism in Japan, the United States, and
Europe with those of the nation to identify directions for the nation's
local governments to pursue regarding their character businesses and
help to resolve the problems with their current practice of character
business. The study results will open more chances for local
government characters to secure many different applications as the
source of diverse cultural and tourism contents such as successful

cases of other nations and Jangseong-gun.
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