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B Abstract

Hansen’s Disease Control Policy and Sorokdo-Koseien seen through
the Japanese Colonial Period Media
Seo, GiJae
This study examines the reality of Hansen policy and its contents, focusing on
magazines and newspaper articles published during the Japanese colonial period. Imperial
Japan, which was a latecomer to modern medicine, was conscious of Western missionaries
in the process of implementing Hansen’s disease-related projects in Joseon, where Japan
recognized that it was very important to deal with the feelings of the Joseon public.
This recognition was also utilized in the process of Hansen's disease- related projects.
In Joseon society, patients with Hansen’s disease were also considered as a social issue,
and public participation was required to overcome it. At that time, Sorokdo Island was
the place where the strict quarantine policy of Imperial Japan, the sympathy/disgust of
general society, and the hardships of the patients’ life were all reflected, and it was
designated as a quarantine site. This study aimed to explore the process by which the
designation of this island as an absolute quarantine site came to be cited not only as
the best example of Japan's good governance but also became a cultural resource.
Key words : Hansen’s Disease, Sorokdo-koseien, The Japanese Colonial Rule of Korea,
Mass Media, Display.
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