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Land Expropriation and Grassroots Protest in the
Establishment and Expansion of Sorokdo Charity
Hospital under Japanese Colonial Rule

Jung Keunsik* - Kim Youngsook**

Sorokdo Charity Hospital has been established in 1916 and expanded in 1926
and 1933. This paper try to analyze the process of land expropriation and
residents’s protest. Why in the second land expropriation grassroots protest
broke out, but in the third land expropriation, relatively larger than before, did
not?

The first instance of expropriation occurred around a village in the northern
area of Sorokdo for the purpose of constructing Sorokdo Charity Hospital. At
the time, the Japanese General Government executed the expropriation by
appeasing residents with the promise that there would be no more
expropriations in the future.

The second expropriation of 1926 aimed to expand the facilities of the leper
colony and involved a portion of the land in the southern area of Sorokdo.
The residents cited the promise of 1916 in rejecting this proposal, but the
General Government forcibly suppressed the residents’ strong backlash and
enforced the expropriation.

Finally, the third expropriation consisted of a purchase of the entire island

in accordance with the undertaking of a massive expansion of the leprosarium

* Seoul National University Professor, Department of sociology
** The Graduate School Konkuk University Complete doctoral course in history
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in 1933, aided by a connection with the Joseon Leprosy Prevention Association.
The residents, who had lost their will to resist from their experience in 1926,
had to submit to the General Government’s expropriation and moved out of
their hometown.

According to the examination of land and forest register of Sorokdo, there
are some differences between the results of appropriated land and formal
document written by the colonial authority. It's so difficult to verify the
differences by the long silences of original residents. The natives’ sense of
displacement persisted for a long time, but they did not gain an opportunity
to express their opinions in the public sphere in the colonial situation. Neither
could the natives articulate their views following the national liberation of

Korea because Sorokdo Hospital came to be maintained as a national facility.

Key Words: General Government of Korea, Sorokdo charity Clinics, land
expropriation, leprosarium, grassroots protest
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