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A Study on the Conservation Value of Landscape within Colonial Power:
Focused on Examples of Sorok Island and Mitsubishi Village
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Abstract: This study attempted to discuss the conservation value of Sorok Island and Mitsubishi Village
whose landscape still has the aspects of colonial power during the Japanese colonial period and investigate

the meaning of the landscape from a historical perspective through a field study. Both Sorok I

sland and

Mitsubishi Village were formed during the Japanese occupation of Korea. Sorok Island was a place specially
designated for Hansen’s disease patients, and Mitsubishi Village was a region where many Korean people
were conscribed as the laborers of the Mitsubishi factory and exploited ruthlessly. Now, they still have a
discriminated landscape as a horrific disease and poverty-stricken area. These landscapes having a sad and
painful history haven’t been properly managed and protected. Instead, they have been continuously ignored
for development. Therefore, this study emphasizes the importance of conserving these historical landscapes
and suggests dark tourism-based placement conservation.

Key Words: colonial power, landscape conservation, dark tourism, Sorok Island, Mitsubishi Village.
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